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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 NICOSI 01579 161430Z 
ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 AF-10 10-14 ISO-OO PM-04 NSC-05 SP-02 
SS-15 MC-02 PRS-01 CIAE-00 INR-07 NSAE-00 L-03 
MCT-01 EB-07 ACDA-10 /094W 

170120Z 092926/64 

R 161355Z JUN 77 
FM AMEMBASSY NICOSIA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6016 
INFO AMEMBASSY ANKARA 
AMEMBASSY ATHENS 
AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
DIA WASHDC 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
USMISSION NATO 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN GER 
USDOCOSOUTH NAPLES IT 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 
USNMR SHAPE BEL 
AMCONSUL ADANA 
AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA 
AMCONSUL IZMIR 
AMEMBASSY SOFIA 

UNCLAS NICOSIA 1579 

USCINCEUR AND USDOCOSOUTH FOR POLAD; BRUSSELS FOR USEEC 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: MMOL, CY, ET, TU 

SUBJECT: ARMS SEIZURE IN ISTANBUL 

REF: ISTANBUL 1904 (NOTAL) 

1 . GOC PUBLIC INFORMATION OFFICE JUNE 15 ISSUED FOLLOWING 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 NICOSI 01579 161430Z 

PRESS RELEASE: QUOTE ACCORDING TO OFFICIAL INFORMATION 
RECEIVED BY THE FOREIGN MINISTRY OF THE REPUBLIC, THE 
LAWYER OF THE SEPTIMARIS COMPANY, OWNERS OF THE SHIP ON 
WHICH ARMS AND AMMUNITION WERE FOUND WHEN IT CALLED AT 
ISTANBUL, HAS TOLD THE TURKISH AUTHORITIES THAT THE CARGO WAS 
DESTINED FOR THE ETHIOPIAN MINISTRY OF DEFENSE. THE 
LOADING TOOK PLACE AT BURGAS, BULGARIA, AND THE NEXT 
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PORTS OF CALL WOULD HAVE BEEN HAIFA AND MASSAWA, ETHIOPIA. 
ACCORDING TO THE SAME INFORMATION, THE GOVERNMENT OF 
ETHIOPIA HAS MADE REPRESENTATIONS TO TURKEY CONCERNING 
THE DETENTION OF THE SHIP. FROM THE ABOVE IT EMERGES 
CLEARLY THAT THE ALLEGATIONS OF THE TURKISH AUTHORITIES 
THAT THE ARMS WERE DESTINED FOR CYPRUS ARE COMPLETELY 
UNFOUNDED AND AIM AT SERVING PROPAGANDA PURPOSES. UNQUOTE 

2. ON JUNE 8 THE GOC SPOKESMAN ASKED TO COMMENT ON 
ALLEGATIONS OF SOME CYPRIOT CONNECTION WITH THE "VASSO 
BOLA" RESPONDED: QUOTE NO SHIP UNDER THE NAME OF VASSO 
BOLA’ IS REGISTERED IN THE CYPRUS REGISTER OF SHIPS. 

IN ANY CASE, THE CYPRUS GOVERNMENT WISHES TO STRESS 
EMPHATICALLY THAT IT HAS NO CONNECTION OR INVOLVEMENT IN 
THE RUMORED TRANSPORTATION OF ARMS OR ANY OTHER CARGO BY 
THE SAID SHIP. UNQUOTE 
CRAWFORD 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: ARMS, ARMS CACHES, PRESS RELEASES 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 16-Jun-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977NICOSI01579 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D77021 6-0088 
Format: TEL 
From: NICOSIA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770650/aaaabrty.tel 

Line Count: 79 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: dafa067c-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 ISTANBUL 1904 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 10-Dec-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2129200 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: ARMS SEIZURE IN ISTANBUL 
TAGS: MMOL, CY, ET, TU 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey : odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/dafa067c-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



